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October 11, 2006 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in fulfillment 
of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, included with the 
attached Form PTO-1449 is a search report issued June 30, 2006, 
in the corresponding European application and copies of the 
references cited therein, all of which are in the English 
language . 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior 
to issuance of an action on the merits; therefore, no fee is 
required. 

The Examiner is courteously requested to initial and return 
a copy of the Form PTO-1449 to confirm receipt and consideration 
of the listed documents. 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 
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Robert J. Patch 
Reg. No. 17,355 

745 South 23^^ Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
703-521-2297 (telephone) 
703-685-0573 (telecopier I) 
703-979-4709 (telecopier II) 
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Attorney Docket No.: 

8048-1135 



Application No.: 

10/562,948 



Applicant: 

TAKAKUWAetal. 



Filing Date: 

Dec. 29, 2005 



Group Art Unit: 

2827 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



zxammer 
Initial 



Document Number 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Subclass 



Filing date 
(if appropriate) 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document Number 



1 553 592 



1 134 986 



0 898 279 



Date 



7/13/2005 



9/19/2001 



2/24/1999 



Country 



EUROPE 



EUROPE 



EUROPE 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 



Yes 



No 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial If citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in confonnance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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